The literature on political participation has tended to blame young citizens for their lack of political participation; however, it is also worth considering how opportunity structures influence non-electoral participation of young people. Recent results (Grasso, 2016) suggest that nation-specific political contexts are more important than the "logic of post-industrialism" in patterns of political participation over time. Therefore our research draws on the political opportunity structure (POS) paradigm in social movement research that states that political opportunities shaped by access to the political system or alliance and conflict structures influence the choice of protest strategies and the impact of social movements on their environment (Kitschelt, 1986, p. 58) . Only recently has research been conducted on the sources of cross-national differences in political participation beyond voting and the influence of political context and on non-electoral forms of political participation remains a less-well researched area. Exploring the correlates of non-electoral participation by testing a political opportunity structure through a context-driven research agenda (Vrábliková, 2014) found that only one type of institutional decentralization leading to a higher number of veto players and thus a more open POS motivates increased non-electoral participation.
In order to investigate the reasons behind the changing forms of citizens" political participation this paper aims to contribute to a better understanding of regional differences in Europe by studying four dissimilar cases (Austria, Belgium, Switzerland and Hungary) among the European countries surveyed by the European Social Survey. We suggest that individuals do act in a social and political context (Franklin, 2004, p. 206 ), therefore both individual-level and election-specific information are important (Fieldhouse et al. 2007 ) in understanding young peoples" political participation.
JUSTIFICATION OF THE CASE SELECTION
The aim of the paper is to gain a deeper understanding of the context dependency and conceptual meaning of non-electoral participation in diverse institutional contexts by studying four dissimilar cases (Switzerland, Belgium, Austria and Hungary). Our paper compares European countries with similar political systems that differ in one institutional variable (compulsory electoral system and electoral system with lowered voting age) and countries with different political systems that differ in one critical institutional variable (post-communist political system, representative versus direct democracy).
In order to influence the political process, young Swiss men and women use a variety of different forms of participation. Instruments of direct democracy not only promote related forms of participation, but apparently cause a snowball effect. When young people learn that they can make a difference through their political commitment, on the basis of this experience they may be more willing to make a greater effort, be it through a time-demanding commitment or by studying more about political issues. Young Swiss respondents are less likely to go to the polls and the voter turnout in this age group is lower than in other western European countries. There is a significant difference in voting turnout since that is less important for young Swiss people, compared to other forms of participation (Rothenbühler et al. 2012, p. 43) .
There are only a few, but a growing number of states in Europe where the voting age at national elections is below 18 years. Austria 2 was the first country where the voting age was lowered from 18 to 16 in 2007 3 , Norway followed suit in 2011 and then Scotland in 2014. Being the first country in Europe to lower the voting age makes Austria one of the very few countries with a general voting age that low and provides us with a particularly interesting group of young voters (Wagner et al. 2012 ). However, little is written about the effect of lowered voting age on non-electoral forms of participation.
older age groups are more strongly affected by compulsory voting than younger age groups, thus rendering the age gap in voter turnout even larger than it would be in other voting systems. Compulsory voting might induce young citizens to participate at elections (Wattenberg, 2007) but it cannot be taken for granted that it tends to boost non-electoral participation.
For the new democracies of the post-communist countries, disenchantment with politics and low selfperceived political efficacy are still very serious problems. In Hungary, civic participation is low even as compared to other post-communist countries. Therefore we claim that the communist heritage of the country seems to have an enduring negative impact on political participation. Compared to electoral participation, among the whole population the level of participation in non-electoral forms of political participation is still low; electoral participation is 2.5 to 3 times higher than the most preferred other form of participation (Kern-Szabó, 2011, p. 22) . Although for young people, dealing with the mechanisms of institutional politics is not popular, out of the different forms of political participation direct democratic participation (demonstrations, flash mobs and petitions) and issue politics are the most preferred activities (Oross, 2013) . This might indicate changes in electoral behaviour, but we should not overestimate the impact of this change since all previous Hungarian and international comparative research findings substantiate the thesis that the political interest of young Hungarians is very low and decreasing (Kern-Szabó, 2011 ).
HYPOTHESES
H1: To explore the sources of active participation among young people, it is important to see more clearly how big is the gap between young people and older citizens and what are the most striking aspects of the difference? We assume that compulsory vote boost non-electoral participation and that it has a negative effect on the age gap. Therefore we expect that the difference between adults" and young people"s non-electoral participation in Belgium will be smaller than in the Austrian, Swiss and Hungarian cases.
H2: Since there exists no switch to activate political participation, the impact of differences in electoral systems (compulsory voting, lowering the age of voting) is not evident. Challenging the political opportunity structure paradigm, we suppose that despite of the differences in political opportunity structures, age is a key factor behind non-electoral participation in the selected -most different -cases.
H3: In order to compare non-electoral participation to electoral participation we test the proportion of voters among those respondents who had participated in any non-electoral activity. We expect that non-electoral participation increases the likelihood of electoral participation, especially among young people.
DATA AND METHODS
The empirical investigation demands particular type of data. For the aims of the research, the ideal type of data is longitudinal, where the same people are contacted first when they are younger and then when they are older. Such datare rare. However to some degree they can be substituted if the same questions in the same form are repeated in succeeding empirical data collections and if they cover a sufficiently long time horizons over which the examination of the changes over time can be accomplished (Robert-Valuch, 2013, p. 126) . 4 The comparison is made by examining the responses of young adults in a general population survey, the European Social Survey that offers a reliable measurement of civic attitudes and behaviours for various European societies.
Since we are interested young peoples" non-electoral participation, we present our results by comparing young people to the rest of the population. The categorization of Eurostat defines young people as persons aged between 15-29 years. In order to the decide if this categorization catches participation of young people we have checked electoral ( Figure 1 ) and non-electoral ( Figure 2 ) forms of participation in the selected four countries within the whole population.
Figure1. Voted last national election (%)*
*respondents over 85 years are merged Source: own calculation According to our data it is hard to draw any line for defining youth as a period of life. As for electoral participation, after a steady increase between 18-20 years (first vote) there is a peak point of electoral participation that is reached at different age periods in the selected countries. In Belgium it is at the age of 26, in Hungary it is 28 whereas it is a period between 27 and 32 in Austria and between 23 and 34 in Switzerland. As for non-electoral participation it is even less evident if there is any threshold for defining "adult" patterns of political participation. Since these results do not provide any benchmark we accept the categorization of Eurostat. 5 When selecting the dependent and independent variables, the main criteria was that they were all investigated during the ESSsurveysbetween2002and 2014/2015. This way, some kind of longitudinal effect can be examined, so the date of the "investigation" has also been included in the analysis.
5
The European Social Survey is a major comparative survey conducted in 20 countries with approximately 42,000 respondents. The ESS is supported by the European Science Foundation and adheres to rigorous methodological norms. As such, it can be considered the most reliable measurement of political attitudes available for European young people and adults (For more detailed information see http://www.europeansocialsurvey.org/).
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Page | 128 4.1. Dependent variables 6 These variables indicate the relationship of the respondents to their social context in both countries and show the fundamental differences concerning their relationship to the political system. The first dependent variable is "voted in last national election".
The second dependent variable is a participation index. The index was created in two steps. First, we created a base index that could take values between 0 and6, which is used to include those seven forms 7 of participation that are in the ESS (0 when not involved in any forms, and 6if participated in every form in the last 12months). All elements of the index fitted well, as shown by the high value of Cronbach"s Alpha: 0.638. As is the case with any index, our index has limitations, most of all, that all forms of participation get the same weight in the model, even though different forms need different levels of individual involvement and different tools.
As Figure 3 indicates more than half of young respondents did not engage in any non-electoral participation within the selected countries. Therefore we decided to take a second step.
Figure3. Frequencies of non-electoral participation by age (%)
Source: own calculation As a second step the 0-6base index was transformed into a value between 0 and 1 (to take a binary logistic model). If the respondent did not participate in any activity the value was 0, whereas 1means that the respondent had some involvement.
Control variables
During the analysis in our binary logistic models we used 15 variables (indexes) measuring political attitudes a socio-demographical characteristics of the respondents (see Appendix 1).
Methodology
For the empirical analysis we used different statistical methods. First, we compared changes in the differences in non-electoral participation at each round country by country. Then, during the analysis, binary logistic regression was used in parallel for Hungarian, Belgian, Austrian and Swiss respondents in order to see the characteristics of each selected country separately. The binary logistic regression was run for the non-electoral participation indexes and also for the electoral participation. 
RESULTS

Hypothesis 1:
We assume that compulsory voting boosts non-electoral participation and that it has a negative effect on the age gap. Therefore the difference between adults" and young people"s nonelectoral participation in Belgium will be smaller than in the Austrian, Swiss and Hungarian cases. In Belgium, values of the index indicating the difference between young people and adults concerning non-electoral participation (see Table 2 ) have a small variance (0.01 -0.09), and the seven datasets indicate no large differences concerning the participation index of young people and adults. The value of the index is around 0.48 both for young people and for adults (it has the highest value in the third dataset and the lowest in the fifth and seventh). Although the difference is statistically not relevant, it is worth mentioning that young people"s non-electoral participation index was higher than that of adults in four datasets out of seven -there is no reason for "political participation-panic" in Belgium since young people are as active in these forms of participation as adults are. As for the difference index between young people and adults concerning non-electoral participation the Austrian case shows similarities to the Belgian values: they are small, statistically not relevant (0.01 -0.04). However young people"s non-electoral participation index was higher than that of adults in only one dataset out of five (although the difference is statistically not relevant).
In Switzerland, values of the difference index between young people and adults concerning nonelectoral participation have higher variance (0.03 -0.19). The value of the index is around 0.46 for young people and 0.57 for adults. It has the highest value in the first dataset (-0.14) and the lowest in the second (-0.08). However, in all datasets, adults proved to be more active than young people.
As for non-electoral participation, Hungary differs completely from the other countries. The main difference is that the value of the non-electoral participation index is very low both for adults (0.18) and for young people (0.13). Concerning the seven datasets, non-electoral participation is four times lower than in Austria or in Belgium. Values of the index indicating the difference between young people and adults concerning non-electoral participation have a small variance (0.03 -0.08). Adults are more active than young people in all datasets (just as in the case of Switzerland), but it is more precise to note that while adults have a low level of non-electoral participation, young people hardly have any.
Our results partly verified the first hypothesis. In Belgium the difference between young people"s and adults" participation is very low; there is almost no difference between them. The difference is slightly higher in Austria, but the mean values of the non-electoral participation indexes are similar in both countries (0.48/49). However, the Swiss and Hungarian (even though Hungary is the most dissimilar case) data show similarities from several aspects of non-electoral participation that might be a surprising result. The main reason for the similarities is the fact that the difference between young people"s and adults" non-electoral participation is higher (although the difference is statistically not high) in these countries. What makes these countries similar is the fact that in both cases, adults are more active than young people.
Hypothesis 2:
We supposed that despite of the differences in political opportunity structures, age is a key factor behind non-electoral participation in the selected -most different -cases.
Therefore, in order to better understand those factors that might explain the above-mentioned features of non-electoral participation, as a second step of the analysis we ran binary logistic regression for the four selected countries. According to our second hypothesis, we expected age to be a significant variable influencing nonelectoral participation. However, as Table 2 clearly indicates, age is a significant variable only in the Belgian case (although there is no strong correlation). It increases the likelihood of one"s nonelectoral participation (Exp B 0.997) negatively, meaning that the younger the respondent is the more likely it is that he or she had taken part in non-electoral forms of political participation.
Instead of an age effect, we found that feeling close to a party was the variable that affected the likelihood of non-electoral participation the most in all four cases. This variable increased the likelihood of participation the most in Austria (ExpBis2.87), but it also doubled the likelihood of participation in Hungary. Attachment to political parties positively affects non-electoral participation regardless of differences in political opportunity structures in all selected cases.
We found three socio-cultural effects that influenced non-electoral participation in all selected countries. Highly educated citizens have a significantly higher chance to engage in non-electoral participation in all selected cases (Exp B is 1.38 in Belgium, 1.57 in Switzerland, 1.64 in Austria 8Models can be analysed for each country, since the value Nagelkerke R is between 0.149 and 0.181 and the models are significant. while it is 1.53 in Hungary). The respondent"s social tendency and the density of social contacts had an impact on non-electoral participation in all selected countries. This implies that one"s participation in these forms of political action is dependent on the level of social integration. A fundamental political tendency is indicated by political attitudes, namely how satisfied respondents are with the government as well as the way democracy works in their country. This influenced non-electoral participation in all selected countries.
Hypothesis 3:
In order to compare non-electoral participation to electoral participation we test the proportion of voters among those respondents who had participated in any non-electoral activity. We expect that non-electoral participation increases the likelihood of electoral participation, especially among young people. As final step of the analysis we compared young people to the rest of the population. Table 3 indicates the relationship between electoral and non-electoral participation.
Table3. Proportion of voters among those respondents who had participated in any non-electoral activity (mean, anova)
Source: ESS 1-7. Own calculation.
As Table 3 indicates, compared to the country means non-electoral activity does not boost electoral participation in Belgium which can probably be the effect of compulsory voting. However, in the other three cases we found some evidence for that effect. In Hungary we found that if the respondent had any non-electoral activity that has an impact on electoral participation that increased the likelihood of electoral participation too. But in the Swiss and Austrian cases we found almost linear increases of the likelihood of electoral participation -the more forms of non-electoral participation the respondent was involved in, the more the likelihood of electoral participation increased. Finally we checked the correlation between electoral and non-electoral forms of participation (Table  4) . Correlation was moderate in the Swiss and Austrian cases and weak in Hungary whereas it was almost unmeasurable in the Belgian case. Therefore we can claim that electoral and non-electoral forms are not complementary, they measure distinct attitudes.
Table4. Correlation with electoral and non-electoral participation (r)
*
CONCLUSIONS
In order to explain context dependency and conceptual meaning of non-electoral participation as a first step we intended to see more clearly how large the gap between young people and older citizens is and what are the most striking aspects of the difference. We found that compulsory voting in Belgium reduces the gap between adults and young people the most -young people being slightly more active than adults -while lowering the voting age in Austria had quite a small effect since young Austrians are slightly less active as adults. Swiss and Hungarian data show similarities concerning non-electoral participation since in both cases adults are more active than young people. Even though we found the highest levels of non-electoral participation in Switzerland, the gap between adults and young people is larger than in the Belgian and the Austrian cases. The level of non-electoral participation is the lowest in the Hungarian case, and comparing the results of the seven datasets, young Hungarians hardly engage in any non-electoral participation underlining that the category of "post-communism" still has not lost its relevance (Howard, 2003) . Challenging the political opportunity structure paradigm we found four factors that might explain non-electoral participation regardless of the differences in electoral systems. Contrary to our expectation age did not turn out to be a significant variable influencing non-electoral participationthis result might add further arguments to the "ageing of the protest generation" approach (Jennings,1987) , meaning that these forms of non-electoral participation are specific to one cohort, who might have been young two decades ago, but are now typically in the 35-50 years of age bracket.
Instead of age we found that respondents" closeness to a given party has influence (even though to a different extent) on non-electoral participation in all selected cases. This result implies that political parties still have quite a high influence on citizens" non-electoral participation.
We found that not only political contacts (close party) but also individual contacts (social tendency) have positive effects on non-electoral participation. This form of participation might be closely affected by social contacts among citizens and non-electoral participation might be an act of confirming political views by meeting similarly minded people (Aminzade-McAdam 2002; Jasper 1998) .Similarly to former results (Marien et al. 2010 ) our analysis has also confirmed that education strongly correlates to non-electoral participation in all selected cases. Political attitudes, namely satisfaction with the government and the way democracy works in the given country influenced nonelectoral participation in all selected countries.
Finally, comparing non-electoral participation we did not find any strong evidence to support our expectation that non-electoral participation increases the likelihood of electoral participation. Although there is some correlation between electoral and non-electoral participation they are not complementary: they measure to distinct attitudes. We suppose that young people get socialized to the political system of their country and instead of following specific patterns their participation morphs into the participation of older citizens.
